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V. 1. While Moses greeted the guidance of God, even whé
led through wildernesses and deserts, now and for all future time.
complete disinterested devotion, in happily being-at-one with the ©
of God, and thereby proclaimed the point of view in life and the feel
which should be the common possession of every member of the w
nation, the people were far away from such spiritual perfection. -

people” — I contrast to Moses — were BO3RIRS (see on Gen, XX
18}). Thi_g_eogLe were as 4 mourning over themselves, They looked:

emselves as already dead, and mourned over their very selves! The cloud @
of God over them and the Ark of His Covenant with them only made RN
em feel cut off from the rest of the world and its requirements for 0?7
ing. The whole unique connection with God which they received in its
gplace, the proximity of God, the Sanctuary of God in their midst, their
fnission, their God-promised destiny, all offered them no compensation,
mained worthless and without meaning in their eyes, had not yet become
them a higher, fuller, happier life -— they felt themselves buried alive
d mourned over thems They were bad , they were far off from,
d in just the opposite feeling to, the feelings which would have corres-
nded to what God had destined them to have. And they were not
*192 ¥4, they were "1t *nX3, they were conscious that God was aware of
A § rhat was in their hearts and they set themselves against Him and complained
#hat He had made their lives worthless and without meaning. "1 22 Jyam,
ihe actual death that threatened them made them realise that not only

[t

were they still alive but that they valued their lives. They had no right [\
gct to mourn over themselves. mmsn m3p3, the fire did not break out in [ ," @
b e middle of the camp, nor in several places but it began definitely at Y !
e end of the camp and threatened to progress right through the camp Jro! f; S
fid destroy it completely. . e ptofed e ¢
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The test of a Jewish leader is whether he can treat the

people he l.eads as young children, giving selflessly of himseif
and expecting nothing in return.

~ret P R DT OPRT DTN Op meRea YIS 00 N3N - Miriam and Aaron spoke dgainst
Moses regarding the Cushite woman he had married. How shall we understand this? Miriam was the
stster who, as a little girl, stood alonggon the shore of the Nile to watch the fleating ark. She had faith
and hope even after her mother and father had resigned themselves and abandoned the baby. She
and Aaron knew of Moses' greatness. How could they turn into accusers and prosecuting attorneys?

As Chazal tell us (Sifri, piska 99), the “Cushite woman” was Moses' wife Zipporah, who was
unique and singular. Moses had separated from her because God had told him at Sinai, as for you,
stand here with Me {Deut. 5:28)—that is, withdraw from your family. Other people can go back 10
their jobs and to their homes, but Moses was different. Moses was elevated at Sinai to transcenden-
tel. heights; he could not return to an earthly life.
¢f  Miriam, however, considered Moses' separation from Zipporah to be unnecessary. Miriam and
Aaron asked: Did not God speak with us as well? We were not told to separate from our spouses,
so why was Moses told to do so?

Miriam and Azron did not grasp the incommensurability of Moses' prophecy with that of other
prophets. Moses Spent T6ity days and rights on Sthial, where he did not eat or drigk, He belonged
to a different existential order of creation, one where the logos and ethos of other prophets do not
ap_}z}z Their sin was i not understanding that he was the prophet st generis, singular, unparalleled,

and unmarched: Not so is My servant Moses (verse 7). Based on God’s words o Miriam and Aaron,
Maimonides codified the principle of the uniqueness of Mosaic prophecy both in Hilchos Yesodet
Hatorah (7:6) and in his Thirteen Principles of Faith.

~A At this juncture, we come across a central idea in Judaism: bechirah, chosenness or election. We

b

1

“%

N

believe THALWe are an_am hanivchar, a chosen people. The Torah defines the concept of bechirah by
equating it with segulah: you shall be to Me a segulah out of all peoples (Ex. 19:3). Segulah generally
rmeans treasure. ! have many things, but there may be a certain thing that I treasure most among
many treasures, one that [ treat with special tenderness and care. The relationship between me
and this segulah is singular. There is an inwinsic, gualitative difference in the relationship, Jacod, of
course, loved all his chiidren “but Joseph was the segulah. There was a certain relationship between
Joseph and Jacob that did not exist between Reuben and Jacob.

Aaron and.Miriam, from the very outset, did not recognize the si nificance of the segulah ele-
m@imﬂnses. They did not know that Moses merited special attention and deserved to Be treated
separately. That is why the Torah warns us not to compare Moses with other prophets.

We also understand now why the Torah, while reminding us of the Miriam episode, adds words
that are prima facie unnecessary: Remember what the Lord, your God, did to Miriam on the way, when you
went out of Egypt (Deut. 24:9), We all know the locus of the Exodus; why include the phrase when you
went out of Egypt? The Torah here tries to tmpress upon us that the Exodus never would have occwred
had M , propheland leader bevond the reach of the imagination, To liberate the people
from Egypt, the leader had to speak on behalf of the Holy One. Only Moses could achieve that dis-
tinction: neither Aaron nor Miriam could. The segulah element in the Jewish people was responsible
for the fulfillment of the promise that God made to Abraham, and the segulah element in Moses made
it possible for an individual to represent the Almighty in acting to redeem the people. Remember, says
the Torzh, you are marching to the Promised Land as you leave Egypt. You were taken out of the land
of Egypt because you had a segulah potential, and because the leader who took you out, who repre-
sents God, possesses the segulah quality. Miriam denied it, and you must remember not 1o deny it.

There is an additional element to Moses' unigueness. Moses knew well that God had not elected
him as a diplomat, as a negotiator, but as the teacher or rebbe of the people. their spiritual and mor-
al leader. However, until the incident at Kivros Hata'avah, which occurred shortly before Miriam
slander, he did not expect that he would assume the role of an omen, a nursing parent (11:12). The
teacher does instruct his disciple, but the distiple very seldom becomes a part of him. When the
mother teaches the baby, the baby becomes a part of her. When she rears the baby, the mother has
bit one calling, one purpose: to protect the baby. The omen forgoes personal life; the omen belongs
to the infant.

Moses discovered that teaching is not enough for a leader of Israel. His job is nursing, carrying
the bggﬁ__ﬁ_hig arms, walching every step, guessing the babys neeas, IENIE pail when the baby

i‘”“a‘
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v .
O } cries and being happy when the baby is cheerful. Moses, who was reconcited with his role as a

teacher and Teader of aduits. began to doubt his ability to play the role of an omen. Tt entailed the
r tragic realization that from now on he had no rights at all. He was not entitled 1o enjoy life as an
individual. to be happy in an ordinary way, like any other human being. This is why, as Chazal
tell us, “he separated from his wife ” He lost his family; he became the mother-nurse of the Jewish
people with no family of his own. There wgs a census taken in the desert at the beginning and again
at the end of the forty vears. boses Children are not mentioned once. He no longer had children

of his oy, hie was (he.amen. of the entize ComBIUTLY T
Moses realized this during the incident at Kivios Hata'wvah. And that is what Miriam, the true,
loyal sister, resented. Does prophecy require of man alienation {rom his family? Dees God require
H of the prophet that he forget his sister and brother, his children and wife. and dedicate himsell only
to the peaple? Hasn't He spoken to us tow {verse 2)—and we live a beautiful life with our spouses and
children and relatives. It does not interfere with our devotion to the people. .
The Almighty meted out Miriam’s punishment with strictness and speed. He told her: There '

is a difference between you and Moses. An ordinary prophet does not have to sacrifice his private

{ {, interests, his selfish concerns, his family, his father, mother, children, brother, sister; he can be a
prophet, communicate with God, and at the same time be a devoted father, a loving brother, and
2 helpful head of the family. Not so is My servant Moses. He is consecrated fully and whoily to Me,
{Vision and Leadership. pp. 176-181)
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